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AAGHAZ-E-DOSTI – AN INTRODUCTION 

 

Aaghaz-e-Dosti (lit. start of friendship) is a joint Indo-Pak Friendship initiative of Mission 

Bhartiyam (India) and The Catalyst – TC (Pakistan). Both organisations work in the field of 

peace, communal harmony and human rights. The members are all either students or young 

professionals, who are doing this in addition to their work. Besides the two organisations, 

Aaghaz-e-Dosti has joined hands for collaboration on different initiatives with several 

organisations in the past. 

 

Started in 2012, Aaghaz-e-Dosti aims to create unwavering bonds of peace and friendship 

between India and Pakistan. It has involved itself in peace building and conflict resolution by 

facilitating people-to-people contact, challenging mutual hatred and suspicion, creating a 

culture of peace and understanding among people of both countries and highlighting the issues 

of victims of conflicts. 

 

Aaghaz-e-Dosti has taken several initiatives that include interactive sessions in schools and 

colleges called Aman Chaupals, discussions, seminars, peace workshops, the annual Indo-Pak 

Peace calendar which is a collection of paintings made by school students from both sides of 

the border, a virtual peace-building course called Friends Beyond Borders wherein Indians 

and Pakistanis engage in dialogue over different issues for eight weeks, and various virtual 

campaigns that are run on our official Facebook page, Facebook group and Twitter. 

 

Our members also write regularly on Indo-Pak issues. Their articles get published in 

newspapers and news portals of both countries. Our members write on issues ranging from the 

need for peace to the core issues of conflict. 

 

We are also working as an advocacy group. We have been continuously approaching 

authorities on both sides to take steps to improve Indo-Pak relations. 

 

With our continued efforts for the last few years, we have become one of the most prominent 

voices on Indo-Pak peace. Aaghaz-e-Dosti was recognized as one of the best projects in South 

Asia under “Advocacy” and “Best use of Social Media” at the 3rd eNGO South Asia Challenge 

2014. 
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https://www.facebook.com/aaghazedosti
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aaghazedosti/
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An Introduction 

 

With the aim to facilitate people-to-people communication and create a culture of mutual 

respect and understanding, Aaghaz-e-Dosti launched Friends Beyond Borders, an eight-week 

virtual peace building course to facilitate bonds of friendship and understanding between 

Indians and Pakistanis. 

 

In Friends Beyond Borders, an Indian and a Pakistani is paired to become “Indo-Pak E-Pals”. 

Each pair is guided by a mentor who gives them weekly plans/activities based on a curriculum 

designed to familiarize them with the ‘other’, its culture, society, politics, issues of conflict and 

the existence of divergent narratives. In addition to their interactions as the source of 

knowledge, course material has also been developed by Aaghaz-e-Dosti to aid the discussion. 

This is done to ensure authentic communication. Research papers, articles, short videos are 

also shared in the course material. At the end of every week which is dedicated to a specific 

theme, fellows write a joint analytical report.   

 

Friends Beyond Borders aims to develop critical thinking, acceptance and respect for 

difference, and faith in peace and dialogue for conflict resolution among the fellows. 

 

“Friends Beyond Borders is an attempt to sow seeds of friendship in a land wrecked by 

misconceptions, hatred and suspicion. Like the other initiatives of 

Aaghaz-e-Dosti, this eight-week peace building course also aims to 

make people realize, rather than convince, about the importance of 

peace and conflict resolution. The course based on a curriculum 

encourages the fellows to have regular conversations on different 

issues like diversity across the border, role of media, its politics, 

conflict issues and victims of conflicts. The fellows provide each other 

with the narrative, the perspective of their side which remains 

inaccessible otherwise.” 

 – Madhavi Bansal, Program Co-ordinator from India. 

 

 

“Friends Beyond Borders is a voice in itself to bring the cold 

neighboured minds in to the realm of warm friendship. Through this 

course, we not just connected an Indian and a Pakistani but tried to 

embed critical thinking over issues, a resolute for peace and harmony 

and faith in dialogue for conflict resolution among them. I am proud 

to have been a part of this effort as the co-ordinator and a mentor of 

Friends Beyond Borders for it has managed to get two peaceful doves 

together for a better or I should say, a saner future.”  

– Imrana Qasim, Program Co-ordinator from Pakistan.  
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FIRST SESSION OF FRIENDS BEYOND BORDERS 

 

For the first session, Aaghaz-e-Dosti received a total of 80 applications from people of both 

countries. Applications came from different parts of India and Pakistan which included major 

as well as smaller cities and towns. The applicants varied in terms of their age and profession.  

 

The applicants also differed in terms of their motivation to join the course. While there were 

some for whom this would be the first attempt to reach out to people across the border, to know 

about the culture across the border, find similarities and bust stereotypes, many applied due to 

emotional connect that their ancestors had, such as Muhammad Zuhaib Arain from Hyderabad 

(Pakistan) being one of them, who applied because he carries an emotional bond as his 

grandparents had migrated from Amritsar.  

 

Salma Noureen, a selected fellow from KPK (Pakistan) wanted to join Friends Beyond Borders 

to contribute to Indo-Pak peace, “I wanted to join Friends Beyond Borders to enhance my 

understanding about Indian culture, to develop commonality and do my share towards a 

peaceful Pakistan and India relationship.” 

 

Aasma Pratap Singh from Madhya Pradesh (India) also shared this motivation. “I wish to be a 

part of Friends Beyond Borders initiative because I believe in cause of humanity. It is my deep 

conviction that India and Pakistan should be natural friends if one looks at geographical, 

ethnic, historical, cultural and even economic and trade compatibilities. It is sad that divisive 

political agenda meant to serve vested interests of a few divided common people on ground. I 

want to be a part of this initiative so that my conviction firms up. Also, I want to be a part of 

peace building process so that when I grow old and see how relations between India and 

Pakistan have improved, I can feel satisfied that I was a part of it and contributed my tiny bit 

to it”, wrote Aasma in her application form.  

 

Preference was given to people who had no friends 

beyond the borders. The fellows come from Delhi, 

Kashmir, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Haryana, 

Vadodara, Madhya Pradesh, Mumbai and Pune in 

India and Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad, 

Peshawar, Federally Administered Tribal Areas 

(FATA), Karachi and Hyderabad in Pakistan. Their 

occupations include college students, research 

scholars, advocates, journalists, NGO workers, 

activists and businessmen. 

 

The selected fellows were Aasma Pratap Singh, Ankush Vats, Akshay Mankar, Devika, Fayaz 

Shaikh, Jasmine Singh, Muddasir Hassan, Preeti Kumari, Richard Joseph Salafia and Yashika 

from India and Adil Dayo, Faisal Latif, Fatima Shah, Owais Mumtaz, Madeeha Dogar, Mohd 

Saad Farooqi, Mohd Zuhaib Arain, Nihal Tabbussum, Rizwan Shinwari, Sadaf Kashif and 

Salma Noureen from Pakistan.  

 

The Indo-Pak E-Pals were guided by mentors. The mentors of the first session were Abdur 

Rauf Yousafzai, Imrana Qasim from Pakistan and Devika Mittal, Ilma Iqbal, Madhulika 

Narasimhan and Shruti Achesh from India. 

 

 

I want to be a part of peace building 

process so that when I grow old and see 

how relations between India and 

Pakistan have improved, I can feel 

satisfied that I was a part of it and 

contributed my tiny bit to it. 

 

Aasma Pratap Singh 

Madhya Pradesh, India 
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Figure 1 Map showing the geographic diversity of fellows 
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WEEK 1 - GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER 

 

Introduction is the first step towards building any initiative, and so was the way of starting the 

FBB fellows’ interaction with each other. Each pair of FBB went through the process of 

knowing the other person in a unique manner. The introductory week was aimed at enabling 

the pair to know each other, and how they will interact with their FBB friend in future. 

 

In this week, the fellows were asked to attempt to get to know about each other, have 

conversations on daily life across the border and try and clear their misconceptions. They were 

also asked to write on a placard, the name of their friend and his/her country in their language 

and in English and take a photo holding it. 

 

In addition to talking about each other’s life and interests, most of the fellows had shared 

photographs of their culture, city, daily life and shared virtual tours of their city.  

 

Ankush Vats from Delhi (India) writes about his friend Rizwan Ali from FATA (Pakistan), 

 

“As I sit down to write about my friend from across the border, Rizwan Ali, I feel honoured. 

All thanks to Aaghaz-e-dosti for coming out with such an initiative to weed out the differences 

between two countries which are too close yet too far. It's just been few days that I have known 

Rizwan. The one thing that I found after meeting Rizwan is that the general public on that side 

of the border thinks on the same lines as us (in India), that is peace and friendship, as against 

the perception usually influenced by media and power-hungry politicians.” 

 

Faisal Latif from Islamabad (Pakistan) writes, 

 

“Today, while talking to my dear friend, Richard Salafia, from across the border, we were 

discussing about any differences in terms of 

lifestyle, culture, art and philosophy. The 

brief of our discussion was that not much was 

found to be different. We also discussed 

about the people, how they may react in 

certain situations, about the condition of 

education and health care among other 

issues. After a lot of mind storming, we both 

agreed that we could not point out one major 

field, where we feel we are much different 

and that one outpace the other. I am pleased 

to meet friends from across the border, and 

optimistic that they will surely make positive 

change.” 
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WEEK 2 – CELEBRATING DIVERSITY 

 

To make the fellows aware of the ideas of the diversity in both countries, week 2 dealt with the 

diversity in both countries on various grounds, which included not only the geographical 

diversity but also the human diversity in terms of culture and expressing behaviour. This week 

was a colour adding factor in the flow of the activities being conducted throughout the course. 

The fellows, who had little or no knowledge about the cultural diversity of each other’s country, 

had an opportunity to learn about the same through personal accounts.  

 

The resources of this week were designed to acquaint the fellows with the rich diversity in 

terms of art, music, dance, architecture, languages, religion, culture, cuisine etc. in India and 

Pakistan. There was also material shared that helped them explore the similarities in the culture. 

Couplets of saints who are revered in both countries were shared to highlight the harmony that 

existed in the past, and should be appreciated. This week also strived to inculcate in the fellows 

a sense of respect for diversity. 

 

Yashika Pahwa from Delhi noted the same thing about Pakistan. She wrote: 

 

 “Similar to India, Pakistan is also a very diverse country, with many tribal groups residing in 

different parts of the country.” She and her friend Madeeha Dogar who is from Islamabad 

focused on exploring diversity in terms of cuisines which is their shared interest. From the 

course, she noted that “Within Pakistan, cuisine varies greatly from region to region, reflecting 

the country's ethnic and cultural diversity. Indian and Pakistani culture and cuisine overlaps 

in many ways. The sweet dishes are almost the same. My friend and I also observed that the 

ingredients used in our kitchens are the same. However, there is a slight variation in the way 

they are combined and the meals are cooked. It is evident in all the pictures she had shown to 

me. Our cooking styles are also similar.” 

 

Her friend Madeeha Dogar wrote:  

 

 “Being a foodie and totally believing in the phrase that I live to eat, India is, day by day, 

becoming a great attraction for me. India has such variety when it comes to food and I would 

really love to try out the dishes that are shown in the pictures shared by Yash. The picture of 

idli sambhar and pav bhaji looks so delicious 

and as I love daal and boiled rice I just cannot 

wait to take the recipe from Yash and Shruti 

and try it. Food in Delhi, Punjab and Kashmir 

is very similar to food that is cooked in my 

own home daily. Some of the food companies 

in Pakistan sell Hyderabadi biryani and 

Bombay biryani masala, both of which are 

absolute favourites of ours because of their 

spices. We even have dosa in Karachi, a dish 

which originates in India.”   
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WEEK 3 – MEDIA AND THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

 

Week 3 sought to help the fellows develop a nuanced understanding of how the media, 

including inter alia news and pop culture, contribute in either perpetuating stereotypes or in 

bridging the gap between the two nations. The week’s theme required the fellows to explore 

and discuss the varying roles of media by looking at the ways in which events concerning the 

‘other’ nation are reported and covered in the news; and the role the entertainment industry 

plays in bringing the people closer, seen for instance in Bollywood movies’ popularity in 

Pakistan and in the latter’s artistes finding a huge fan base in India.  

 

Some of the resources they were required to peruse included news articles from Pakistan and 

India, articles on the historical connection that some Indian artistes had with Pakistan, and 

more. The fellows were required to write a combined note on their observations on the media 

and entertainment industries of both countries. 

 

In their combined report, Akshay Mankar from Chhattisgarh and Salma Noureen from KPK 

wrote: 

 

“If we ignore the TRP part, Indian Media is always highly suspicious of Pak, which we cannot 

altogether label as hoax, but the continuous dose “do not trust Pak” to the public is rather not 

good and a big hurdle in peace process as the nation is democratic and if people’s view are 

negative, their representatives too, cannot take any substantial, and daring step in order to 

bring peace or negotiate or make compromises for peace. Likewise, the Pakistani media is 

always in the illusion that Indian military strength is an offensive one and is developed by 

keeping Pakistan in view, which is not at all true. Though they are not as aggressive as the 

Indian media, but they misunderstand India in all possible ways. They repeat the rhetoric of 

India being an existential threat, questions upon Indian secularism and Indian democracy 

repeatedly and thus qualifies as the only media to question those things.” 

 

In their combined report, Adil Dayo from Shikarpur (Sindh, Pakistan), Nihal from Peshawar 

(Pakistan) and their mentor Devika from Delhi (India) wrote,  

 

“We read an Indian and a Pakistani newspaper for few days and through this exercise, we 

noted the nature of media in both countries. We noted that the media, both printed and 

electronic media is biased. It should report the news as it is but it does politics. We only always 

see one side of the story. However, there are also exceptions to this. Some media portals have 

tried to play a positive role in bringing peace between the two countries.” 
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WEEK 4 - CHALLENGES 

 

Week 4 aimed at facilitating a dialogue about some common as well as unique social, political 

and economic challenges that India and Pakistan face, with special focus on the human 

development situation. The resources that the fellows were provided with primarily included 

factual data of the Human Development Index of both nations.  

 

During the week, the fellows were required to discuss the issues – including among other 

things, the interconnectedness of economic, social and geopolitical factors in the region in 

addition to the possible ramifications that they may have, and come up with plausible solutions 

to them. At the end of the week, each pair of fellows were required to write a combined note 

answering the thematic question of whether the conflict between India and Pakistan improves 

or impedes human development.  

 

In their joint report, Aasma Pratap Singh from Gwalior (Madhya Pradesh, India) and Fatima 

Shah (Rawalpindi, Pakistan) wrote: 

 

 “Heavy military spending in India and Pakistan has been detrimental to the citizens of both 

countries. Economic development as well as human development is the opportunity cost of 

conflict. High defence spending and low economic integration into South Asia’s regional 

economy have come at the expense of those living in poverty. The two neighbours, instead, 

should reinvest in trade and confidence building.” 

 

Faisal Latif from Islamabad (Pakistan) and Richard Salafia from Mumbai (India) wrote: 

 

 “Pakistan and India are still developing nations.  In a perfect world the focus of our respective 

governments would be improving the standard of living of its citizens. Unfortunately in our 

world, fear and mean spirit has hampered the growth of both Nations. Our citizens, media, and 

government seem content in fuelling the conflict because of pettiness, victimization mentality 

and vote bank politics. The problem is further exacerbated by the perception of a threat across 

the border, which is sadly true as both sides constantly fan tensions. 

 

Politics is also, in turn, influenced by public opinion, and thus our national policies, trade, the 

economy and military spending are all tied to the quicksand that is mutual hatred.  The most 

apparent drawbacks of this policy of non-cooperation is a slowdown of economic growth and 

has pushed us into questionable alliances.” 
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WEEK 5 – UNDERSTANDING PEACE AND CONFLICT 

 

Week 5 was directed towards a conceptual understanding of peace and conflict, importance of 

peace-building and conflict resolution with a focus on the Indo-Pak relations.  

 

At the end of the week, the fellows were asked to submit a joint report reflecting on the concepts 

of peace and conflict, the beneficiaries of peace, the beneficiaries of conflict, focussing on the 

specific context of Indo-Pak relations.  

 

In their joint report on who benefits from peace, Awais Mumtaz from Lahore and Preeti Kumari 

from Delhi wrote:  

 

“The beneficiary of peace is the general public. Peace is beneficial 

for everybody, for the fuller development of all individuals. Peace 

ensures the value and protection of life which is the ultimate goal of 

humanity. So in this sense peace benefits the general public like us 

who never want to indulge in wars but promote the sense of 

brotherhood and serenity on both sides.” 

 

 

Ankush Vats (Delhi, India) and Rizwan Shinwari (FATA, Pakistan) wrote:  

 

“At macro level, there are reasons to believe that the concerned departments of defense in both 

the nations are not willing to resolve disputed issues and it is for their interests. Such wars and 

conflicts are a source of breads and butters for the solders in high command.  

 

As far as the benefits of peace are concerned, it is only the common people who can benefits 

from the fruits of peace. There are both the direct and the indirect beneficiaries of peace 

particularly in India and Pakistan. The income tax 

money which was spent on defense would now be spent 

on the livelihood of the poor. They would have an 

opportunity to good education, health centers, and 

employment opportunities.” 

 

They also said that both the countries have serious 

developmental challenges to overcome such as 

poverty, malnutrition, employment, etc. Therefore, if 

the governments of the days decide to put an end to the 

decades-old conflict, they can focus more on the core 

issues. The direct beneficiary would be people of both the countries, who are taught to hate 

each via the partial media and textbooks. India and Pakistan, if they work together can evolve 

into the super powers other countries would envy. 
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WEEK 6 - UNDERSTANDING CONFLICT I: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MAJOR 

ISSUES BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN 

 

There are many issues between India and Pakistan which need to be solved and which are the 

reason for minor conflicts. However, people on both sides remain largely unaware about the 

nuances of these issues and the perspective of the other side over the issue. Week 6 attempted 

to build an understanding about the major issues between India and Pakistan among the fellows.  

 

Resources were provided to the fellows to equip them for an understanding about the issues 

with perspectives from both sides. The fellows were asked to discuss about all the issues but 

focus specifically on one and to try and find a solution.  

 

Yashika Pahwa from Delhi (India) and Madeeha Dogar from Islamabad (Pakistan) discussed 

the Siachen issue at length. In their combined assignment, they wrote: 

 

“We view the Siachen issue as a trust building measure between the two countries. We propose 

that the two countries re-accept the Shimla Agreement and withdraw from the areas. This 

shouldn't be done in a haste or in one go; rather it could be a gradual, step by step process 

that should be planned in a span of 2-3 years. We feel that this is a less risky option as analysts 

say that the parties don't have much at risk. This move, if successful would build an 

environment of trust that been lacking in our relationship.  It would enable us to trust each 

other and honor our own promises.” 

 

Jasmine Singh from Haryana (India) & Muhammad Saad Farooqi from KPK (Pakistan) wrote 

about resolving the Kashmir issue. In their combined report, they wrote: 

 

“Flexibility among both the parties, some negotiation is required by both the countries to 

resolve this dispute. A possible solution could be combining the state of Jammu and Kashmir 

as it was before partition and both the countries exercise authority over it, giving the state a 

sub-sovereign status. Both Indian and Pakistani forces can share an international border. This 

would ease out the lives of Kashmiris as well, who are living a life of constant fear and death. 

Healthy relation among both the countries and a negotiation of sharing the re-united Jammu 

and Kashmir can help resolve this dispute of years and maintain peace” 
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WEEK 7 - UNDERSTANDING CONFLICT II: VICTIMS OF CONFLICT 

 

Week 7 was a continuation of Week 6 in terms of acquainting the fellows with the Indo-Pak 

conflict. While week 6 gave an insight on the issues of conflict between India and Pakistan, 

highlighting the difference in the viewpoints, this week looked at the cost of this disagreement 

and conflict. It looked at the human cost involved and focused on the victims of the conflict 

namely the soldiers, fishermen, prisoners, divided families, people living in the border areas 

and the masses in general, explaining the ways in which the conflict affects them.  

 

The purpose to highlight the human cost of the conflict was to challenge the glory of war and 

conflict and the preference of war over dialogue and peace. To build this understanding, the 

fellows were equipped with reading material on the victims of the conflict about how the 

conflict has affected them. They were suggested supplementary readings and two 

documentaries about victims of conflict. The fellows were expected to discuss about the 

victims of conflict, with reference to the resources provided as well as to explore more. They 

were expected to focus on a particular victim group and suggest short-term solutions to their 

problems.  

 

Ankush and Rizwan wrote: 

 

 “One whole family is paralyzed if a single soldier or a person dies at war. If a hundreds 

soldiers die at a battle field, hundred families lost in darkness for a decade or so. Although if 

one dies can’t be recovered, but it takes almost a decade or more for their affected families to 

return to normalcy.  Similar is the case of fisherman, and the people living at border regions. 

Even in the times of normalcy, they are in state of continues uncertainty. They are abide by not 

to cross the invisible border lines drawn which are located near their homes and their fishing 

area. Both of them sometimes lost their lives by cross border fires due to misunderstanding.” 

 

Sadaf Kashif from Lahore (Pakistan) and Muddasir Hassan from J&K (India) wrote:  

 

“Pakistan and India share water in the Indian Ocean where the fishermen from the coastal 

areas of both the courtiers come to do fishing. More than seven million people in India and 

Pakistan depend on fisheries and aquaculture for their 

livelihood. The Pakistani boats go over to the Indian 

side to catch pomfret, grouper, prawns, shrimp, etc, 

while Indian fishermen encroach the Pakistani waters 

in search of squid, ribbon fish, red snapper, tiger 

prawn, etc. Pakistan and Indian maritime border forces 

have arrested thousands of fishermen on the charges of 

borer violation. These arrests are serious human rights 

violations of fish workers of India and Pakistan and are 

tied to the game territorialism played by the two states.  

 

They suggested that the governments should work to de-link Sir Creek from Maritime 

Boundary issue, sign a mutual “no-arrest policy”, charting out a “safe zone” where small-scale 

fishermen will not face prosecution; resolve the Sir Creek issue; ensure that all the boats/boat 

owners installed proper navigational equipment in the boats so that the fishermen remain aware 

of their position in the sea; direct the maritime forces to check documents of the fishermen and 

if they do not possess any objectionable goods or papers then they should be freed; and ensure 

a speedy and just judicial trial. 
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WEEK 8 – CONCLUDING WEEK 

 

Week 8 was the concluding week. As the final week, this week was a reflection on the eight-

week journey towards a new horizon of mutual respect and understanding. This week had the 

fellows think about all the weeks, about their interaction with each other, what they learnt from 

the entire experience, how this helped them in understanding their neighbour and the conflict. 

But while this course had a duration, the aim of the course was meant to sow seeds of a bond 

of friendship and respect between an Indian and a Pakistani, and so the fellows were 

encouraged to reflect on the bond that they had developed with each other.  

 

Zuhaib Arain from Hyderabad (Pakistan) wrote: 

 

“From my childhood, I had listened to many stories from my grandfather about his native place 

‘Amritsar’ in India. His stories about his childhood, school life, friends and neighbours in India 

were very emotional and I always saw tears in his eyes when we would narrate the stories. I 

had also seen a hidden desire on his face to visit his parent’s tombs, his old house, streets, 

childhood friends and to recall all the memories but he could not do that.  He passed away 

with all his desires and memories.” 

Partition has created so many other emotional and 

painful stories like this from both sides. People from 

both sides want to meet and visit each other but 

unfortunately they can’t do this due to so called 

differences/clashes between both countries. Zuhaib is 

one of these people, who are living with this desire. 

 

Aaghaz-e-Dosti is a hope for people like me. It’s a 

hope of peace and a good initiative for people to 

people contact from both sides. It was an amazing 

experience of my life and has given me a brother (Fayaz Shaikh) and friend (Devika Mittal) in 

India. We had discussion on several issues and so this program also helped us to clear our 

misconceptions about each other with the better understanding of conflicts and their best 

solutions.” 

 

His friend Fayaz Shaikh from Pune (India) wrote: 

 

“I always wanted to be associated with some kind of peace-making effort. Luckily, I stumbled 

upon this project and applied. I’ve many friends across the border whom I befriended through 

Facebook and twitter but this is special because this also made us debate, discuss and 

understand contentious issues with an open mind. The course and all weeks have been designed 

beautifully, a sort of natural progression. Loved this. Zuhaib is a great person. We had become 

friends in no time and I hope that we remain friends till we are alive.”  
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SKYPE INTERACTION WITH ACADEMICIANS 

 

In addition to the regular and theme-based conversations, the fellows had also interacted with 

academicians through video conferencing. The academicians were Dr. Meenakshi Chhabra 

from the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, International Higher Education and 

Intercultural Relations, Lesley University (USA); Dr. Dhananjay Tripathi from the Department 

of International Relations, South Asian University (India); and Dr. Zahid Shahab Ahmed from 

the Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, NUST – National University of Sciences and 

Technology (Pakistan). 

 

The academicians spoke on 

different topics that included 

Indo-Pak relations and the 

influence of/on International and 

South Asian Politics, the role of 

education as a constraint in peace 

building, the narrative of 

partition in both countries, the 

role of religious extremism and 

the role of people in improving 

Indo-Pak relations.  

 

 

The sessions were interactive. The fellows interacted by asking questions, clearing their doubts 

and sharing their inputs on the issue by citing narratives from their region.  
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

The first session concluded in early July. The program enabled 22 Pakistanis and Indians to 

learn about the issues of conflicts and understanding between India and Pakistan while sharing 

their online time and space with a fellow from the other country. Although, many people and 

youngsters are already connected with a cross-borderer via social media, this course helped in 

building a thorough working relationship among these pairs. They learnt to work jointly and 

take charge of spreading peace in their countries. Each of them tried to extend fullest 

cooperation and support to the other fellow as well as the mentor throughout the eight weeks. 

Aaghaz-e-Dosti believes that such unique and unparalleled cooperation at a micro-level would 

set an example in India and Pakistan for the governments to follow.  

The response and feedback, especially of the fellows, encouraged Aaghaz-e-Dosti to continue 

this course. Aaghaz-e-Dosti is now working to make this program more enriching.  

FURTHER INFORMATION 

This report has been compiled by Imrana Qasim, Madhavi Bansal, Aliya Harir, Ravi Nitesh, 

Madhuri, Madhulika Narasimhan, Ilma Iqbal, Shruti Achesh and Devika Mittal. Email us at 

aaghazedosti@gmail.com for further queries. 

To know more about Aaghaz-e-Dosti and its activities, visit our official blog 

http://aaghazedosti.wordpress.com or join us at 

/aaghazedosti  

 

/aaghazedosti 

 

/aaghazedosti  

 

 

 
  
 

http://aaghazedosti.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/aaghazedosti
https://twitter.com/aaghazedosti
https://www.youtube.com/user/Aaghazedosti

